
Opportunities for youths from our province to compete at high calibre tournaments.
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WEST COAST MINOR BALL HOCKEY NATIONAL PROGRAM

U15, U17 & U19 Provincial Teams 
Open Tryout Announcment
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To friends of the U17 BC Thunder,

On behalf of West Coast Minor Ball Hockey Association and the 2008 U17 BC Thunder, 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite your business or group to help support the 
U17 BC Thunder team in their drive for National gold!

Our team is just days away from leaving for Halifax, Nova Scotia where our minor ball 
hockey club will compete in the U17 Junior Canadian National Championships. 
Our team has been brought together from associations throughout the lower mainland. 
Our players went through tryouts and training the past 3 months, and are ready to take 
on other provinces for the Championship.

This trip is not a cheap one, our team travel costs are over $34,000 which all comes 
from the player’s and parent’s pockets. At this time we are asking friends, businesses 
and groups to help support the team with cash donations. As much as merchandise and 
products are always helpful for raffl e draws, etc. - we do not have much time left before 
we depart.

Donation funds will be greatly appreciated and used towards team meals, equipment, 
ground transportation in Halifax and accommodations.

I would like to thank you in advance for taking the time to read through this letter and 
welcome any help you can with this invite.

Yours in sport,

Gary Slavin,
Manager, 2008 U17 BC Thunder

#2-23233 Kanaka Way, Maple RIdge, BC
V2W 2B7
ph; 604-328-6049

U15 Provincial Team
“2009 National Champions”
Head Coach: Gary Slavin
rmmbha@telus.net

U17 Provincial Team
“2009 B-Pool Silver”
Head Coach: T.B.A.
vp@wcmbh.com

U19 Provincial Team
“2009 B-Pool Bronze”
Head Coach: Jim Armstrong
iceman23@shaw.ca

WCMBHA of BC 
National Program
Gary Slavin
Nationals Program Director
vp@wcmbh.com
#2 - 23233 Kanaka Way, 
Maple Ridge, BC
V2W 2B7

To all interested players:

On behalf of the U15 West Coast Wolverines, U17 BC Thunder and U19 West Coast Express Provincial Ball 
Hockey Clubs as well as West Coast Minor Ball Hockey Association of BC, I would like to welcome you back 
for another exciting year of ball hockey.

As the BC Provincial program is headed into another year competing at the National level, I am pleased to be 
a part of this program once again as a Director. 2009 was an exciting year as our inaugural U15 Wolverines 
traveled to Edmonton, Alberta for the Nationals and came home as BC’s first ever minor ball hockey national 
champions! Our U17 BC Thunder won the B-Pool Silver and our U19 West Coast Express won B-Pool Bronze at 
the National event.

With many youths starting ball hockey at an earlier age and continuing to grow with the sport, the sport is 
producing players that now compete well at Western’s, National’s and International Ball Hockey events. Once 
again we will be holding Open Tryouts for all those who wish to tryout for the appropriate age group. The 
Nationals have been a key event for Team Canada staff to scout players for World events. This year (2010) the 
Nationals will be held in Waterloo, Ontario from July 28th to August 1st.

If you are wanting to play for a provincial team and can attend 
the Nationals, you must attend the following open tryout dates.

OPEN TRYOUTS FOR U15 WEST COAST WOLVERINES TEAM BC (birth years 1995, 1996 & 1997)
Saturday, March 27, 2010 • 2:00pm-3:15pm
Sunday, March 28, 2010 • 4:00pm-5:30pm
Saturday, April 10, 2010 • 4:30pm-6:00pm

OPEN TRYOUTS FOR U17 BC THUNDER TEAM BC (birth years 1993 & 1994)
Saturday, March 27, 2010 • 3:15pm-4:30pm
Sunday, March 28, 2010 • 2:30pm-4:00pm
Saturday, April 10, 2010 • 3:15pm-4:30pm

OPEN TRYOUTS FOR U19 WEST COAST EXPRESS TEAM BC (birth years 1991 & 1992)
Saturday, March 27, 2010 • 4:30pm-6:00pm
Sunday, March 28, 2010 • 1:00pm-2:30pm
Saturday, April 10, 2010 • 2:00pm-3:15pm

All Open Tryouts are at the Central City Roller Hockey Arena (10240 135 Street, Surrey, BC)
The cost of the tryouts is a flat fee of $25 per player (paid cash at first tryout attended). 

Players will be evaluated by a group of coaches, scouts and evaluators, once the open tryouts are complete, 
coaches & scouts will then attend association games to scout short listed players. A top 25-30 list of players 
that are committed to the time and expenses associated with the program will be invited back to a “Invite 
Only Tryout Camp” in early May. An outline of expenses will be presented to all players at the Open Tryouts.
Final selections will be made by May 15th with the players notifi ed and presented with a complete player 
package and itinerary of practices, exhibition games and tournament travel by May 20th. 

Players with a strong history with the game and/or strong heart for the game with high calibre
skills is what the program is looking for. On behalf of all three teams, I wish you luck and I look forward to 
seeing you at the “Open Tryouts” ready to compete! 

Any further questions, feel free to contact me direct by email.
Gary Slavin, Nationals Program Director & VP of WCMBHA of BC
vp@wcmbh.com
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